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Note: back issues of the weekly e-bulletin can be found on our website. 
  
The Writers' Guild Weekly e-bulletin No. 322, Friday 23rd May 2008 
   
   
This week on the Guild's blog at writersguild.blogspot.com:  

  
·   Michael Frayn interview  
·  Writing for romance  
·  The sexism of Rowling-bashing  
·  Neil LaBute interview  
·  BBC apology for defamatory Waking The Dead  
·  Moffat to take over from Davies at Doctor Who  
·  Book launch 2.0  
·  Faintheart at Edinburgh  
·  Harry Thompson Comedy Bursary  
·  Silver Sony for Wyatt  
·  Amazon power could be good for authors  
·  BBC drama debate continues  

  
  
Guild News 
1. AGM 2008 
2. The Guild Campaign for more BBC World Service Drama 
3. Writers’ Guild of America, East, appoints a new Chief Executive 
  
Guild Events 
4. Scripting the Future? - West Midlands Branch Meeting 
   
Industry Events 
5. Running a Literary Agency 
6. Artist Catherine Barnes at the “Untitled” Art Fair 
7. Showcase Invitation  
8. Script Yorkshire AGM with Guest Speaker Ian McMillan  
9. Chinese Whispers  
  
Courses and Workshops 
10. Want to start your own literary magazine? 
11. Collaldra School of Writing, Italy, Summer 2008 
12. Fighting and Writing Workshop  
13. Jan Etherington’s Comedy Writing Course 
  
Opportunities 
14. Theatre Grand-Slam 
15. Job Opportunity – Writer in Residence 
16. Writers' Retreat in Andalucia - June 2008 
17. Call for TV Scripts from the BBC – Sharps Initiative 
  
What Members Are Getting Up To 
  
  
  
  



Guild News 
   
1. AGM 2008  
  
With this year’s Annual General Meeting just around the corner, please don't forget to let the Guild 
staff know if you are planning to attend so that we can provide enough lunch.  Don't assume we know 
you're coming!  RSVP to Erik Pohl at erik@writersguild.org.uk  
  
We would be grateful if you could also let us know of any special requirements you might have. 
  
The Guild's AGM will take place on Wednesday 4th June at the Writers' Guild Centre, 17 Britannia 
Street, London, WC1 (nearest tube: King's Cross). 
  
Motions on this year’s agenda include changes to Guild subscriptions and membership criteria, so 
don’t miss the chance to come along and have your say!   
  
  
2. The Guild Campaign for more BBC World Service Drama 
  
The Writers’ Guild has written a letter to Nigel Chapman, Director of BBC World Service, urging him 
to address and reverse the recent decline in World Service Drama.  The letter, written by Deputy 
General Secretary Anne Hogben in consultation with a number of concerned Guild members, began: 
  
“The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain is very concerned about the recent decline in drama output on 
BBC World Service.  Drama has been an integral part of the network for more than seventy years and 
we are alarmed by its gradual diminution, particularly over the last three years.  We estimate that the 
decline in World Service Drama since 2005 represents a loss of over one hundred hours of 
commissions for writers and over six hundred days of work for actors.” 
  
Anne Hogben, as quoted in The Stage last week, said “Culturally this country could benefit so much 
more if the indigenous drama was produced on World Service like it always was.” 
  
The letter continues: 
  
“In its heyday, listeners around the world were able to access readings, a serial and plays through BBC 
World Service.  Later, a play and two episodes of the popular ongoing series, �������, were 
broadcast each week.  Now it would appear that just eight plays will be made in-house and only 
fourteen plays in total will be broadcast per year.   
  
We are, of course, relieved that the drama slot still remains, but it is just not enough.  How can such a 
tiny amount of drama output have a real impact or build a regular audience, particularly when we 
understand that it will not have a regular slot in the schedule?  News is available all over the world.  
Drama is not.  The World Service is uniquely placed to provide it.  It is funded by the Foreign Office 
with the stated aim of “offering a showcase for British talent across the world.”  Can it really be 
described as fulfilling its remit if it is now actively reducing the amount of British creative talent 
broadcast on its network?” 
  
The Guild has started a Facebook Group on the topic, entitled “Writers' Guild World Service Drama 
Campaign”.  We would urge members to log on and show their support for the campaign by posting 
comments.  If you have any trouble finding the group, please contact the Guild office on 020 7833 
0777. 
  
As soon as we have the BBC’s response, we will let members know. 
  
  
3. Writers’ Guild of America, East, appoints a new Chief Executive 
  
After 24 years in office Mona Mangan has stepped down as chief executive of the Writers’ Guild of 



America, East.  She will be replaced by Lowell Peterson, a labour lawyer with a background of 
successfully defending laid off office workers in the Enron and WorldCom bankruptcies. 
 
Michael Winship, President of the WGA, East said of Lowell Peterson, 
“He won tens of millions of dollars in severance pay, and in many other cases he has defended unions 
from attacks on organizing and other activities and successfully litigated against employers for 
evading contract obligations".  
"He's a strong union man with a keen interest in and commitment to our membership as well as a 
vision and mandate to help our union grow in new directions, building on our successful strike and 
the solidarity it helped us achieve."  
  
Mangan announced plans to retire last August after serving as exec director since 1984. She continued 
in that slot for the past nine months and served as an adviser to the search committee.  
  
Mangan joined the WGA East in 1979 as an assistant exec director and was promoted to associate exec 
director before being tapped executive director in 1984. During her tenure, the New York-based WGA 
East grew from 2,500 members to almost 4,000. 
  
  
Guild Events 
  
4. Scripting the Future? - West Midlands Branch Meeting 
  
The Writers' Guild of Great Britain invites you to a meeting to discuss the future of new writing in the 
West Midlands following the Arts Council’s decision to cut funding to Script, the agency for 
developing writers in the region.  
  
The meeting will be opened by a panel discussion between Nicholas McInerny, chair of Script, 
Caroline Jester, Literary Manager of the Birmingham Repertory Theatre and Jonathan Davidson, 
Director of Midland Creative Projects Ltd and the Birmingham Book Festival, chaired by David Edgar, 
president of the Writers’ Guild. Representatives of West Midlands theatres, television, radio and film 
producers and arts agencies will be at the meeting.  
  
All writers are welcome to this FREE event. Following the success of our first meeting in March, the 
West Midlands branch of the Writers’ Guild will be officially launched, and celebrated with a glass of 
wine.  
  
Venue: The Birmingham Rep (St Paul’s Suite), Wednesday 18 June, 
7.30pm  
  
Our last meeting was oversubscribed so please RSVP as soon as possible to 
WMidWritersGuild@aol.com.  For further information about the Writers' Guild, see 
www.writersguild.org.uk   
   
Industry Events  
  

5. Running a Literary Agency 

  
Speaker: Toby Eady 
Date: Monday 9th June 2008 
Time:            7.15 pm to approximately 9.00 pm; includes Q&A session.  
Doors open from 6.30pm for networking 
Venue: The Library, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WCI  (Holborn Tube) 
Cost: £5; women only 
Tickets: Available on the door only; bookings NOT taken in advance  



  
Information about the speaker: 
Toby Eady founded Toby Eady Associates Ltd in 1968 and it has a reputation as one of the leading 
independent literary agencies in London.  He has used his special knowledge of international cultures, 
particularly of China, Australasia and the Middle East, to establish one of the most prestigious 
international literary agencies handling a select and eclectic list of authors and selling them to 
publishers across the world.  Last year, Toby Eady launched a project with Macmillan Worldwide 
called Picador Asia, where he acts as both agent and publishing consultant for writers from China and 
Asia, publishing them equally in their region of origin and across the world. 
  
Topics covered: 
The challenges of running an independent literary agency 
Finding and working with international authors 
The importance of translators 
  
Further information from:  
Lindsay Baldwin   
T:020 8339 0549 
Email:  lindsaymary.baldwin@virgin.net 
  
  

6. Artist Catherine Barnes at the “Untitled” Art Fair 

  
Catherine Barnes, one of the artists featured at the Writers’ Guild / DACS event on the 15th May, is 
having some of her work shown at the “Untitled” Art Fair in Chelsea Town Hall, King’s Road, SW3 
5EE on Friday 30th May from 5:30 until 9:00pm.   
  
On Saturday 31st May there will be free entry from 10.00 am – 7.00 pm and on Sunday 1st June from 
11.00 am – 5.00 pm.  
  
Visit Catherine’s website at: www.catherinebarnes.com 
  
  
7. Showcase Invitation  
  
All writers, film & Theatre makers, directors, Casting directors, agents and producers who are looking 
for actors to use in their projects are invited to attend this showcase event. 
  
Entrance is free if you are looking to cast. 
  
Date: 10 June 2008, @ Jermyn Street Theatre, SW1Y 6ST 
12:45pm for a 1:00pm show.  Show lasts one hour only. 
Refreshments are provided.  
Please contact the organisers to have your name added to the guest list: 
actorsthemselvesare@gmail.com 
  
For more information please see links below: 
  
http://www.fusiveweb.co.uk/actorsthemselves/CurrentActors/tabid/875967/Default.aspx 
  
http://www.actorsthemselves.fusiveweb.co.uk/Reviews/tabid/738361/Default.aspx 
  
  

8. Script Yorkshire AGM with Guest Speaker Ian McMillan  



  
Monday 9 June, 1pm - 4.30pm 

Venue: Lecture Theatre, Leeds City Art Gallery  
  
The next annual general meeting of Script Yorkshire Ltd will take place this June, with a special talk 
from SY member Ian McMillan. 
  
To confirm your attendance, please email Joanna at: members@scriptyorkshire.co.uk.  This event is 
for Script Yorkshire members only.  
  
   
9. Chinese Whispers  

Are Chinese writers free to face up to the difficult issues facing their society in the twenty-first century, 
or are they forced to speak in a whisper?  What are the key trends in popular and literary Chinese 
fiction?  And is there a difference between mainland Chinese fiction and the work created by Chinese 
writers living in the United Kingdom?  On the eve of the nineteenth anniversary of Tiananmen Square, 
this event will bring together leading authors Ma Jian, Diane Wei Liang and Liu Hong Cannon in a 
discussion chaired by Hari Kunzru.  
  
Date: Tuesday 3 June, 7pm  
  
Venue: Guardian Newsroom, 60 Farringdon Road, London, EC1R 3GA 
  
Tickets: PEN Members £5, Non PEN Members £7.50 

How to book: Call 020 7713 0023 or book on-line at www.englishpen.org  
  
  
  
Courses and Workshops  
  
10. Want to start your own literary magazine?  

Glean gems of wisdom from Guild member, Nina Rapi, as she shares her story of how she set up the 
newly flourishing BRAND magazine.  Learn about the nuts and bolts of starting a magazine, from 
finding collaborators, suppliers and finances, to choosing the style, genre, title and identity. And 
finally, get to work and put together an action plan for how to actualise your own idea for a magazine 
or journal. 
  
Date: Saturday 7 June, 2pm-4.30pm  
  
Venue: Westminster Reference Library, WC2H 7HP 
  
Tickets: £30/ £20 concessions 

For more information and to book, see spreadtheword.org.uk or call 020 7735 3111 
  
  
11. Collaldra School of Writing, Italy, Summer 2008 
  
Creative Writing Classes in beautiful surroundings in foothills of the Dolomites, 40 minutes north of 
Venice. 
  
Classes headed by award-winning playwright and screenwriter BARRIE KEEFFE, whose work 
includes THE LONG GOOD FRIDAY. 



  
Morning classes for one or two weeks from June/July and September 2008. 
  
Self-contained accommodation in beautiful 16th century farmhouse with gardens and swimming pool. 
  
Easy access to Venice, Verona (for the opera), Asolo and Florence. 
  
For further details and how to book, please visit: 
  
www.collaldraschoolofwriting.com or call +44 (0)20 8340 9309. 
  
  
12. Fighting and Writing Workshop  

Sunday 15 June, 10am -4pm, Hull  
  
This full-day workshop will look at the relationship between stage combat and the drama that is built 
around it. 
  
This workshop is ideal for scriptwriters who would like to gain some practical experience of stage 
combat and knowledge of how to build action in to their scripts. Subjects covered during the day will 
include swordplay in Jacobean and Elizabethan theatre and unarmed combat used in 21st Century 
television and film. 
  
Booking for the workshop is via Hull City Council.  To book, phone: 01482 616961 from 15th May 
onwards.  Early booking is essential as the workshop has a maximum of 16 participants. 
  
13. Jan Etherington’s Comedy Writing Course 
  
Writers’ Guild member and award winning comedy writer, Jan Etherington, is holding a one day ‘Start 
Funny’ comedy writing course on Sunday 8th June at the Riverside Arts Centre, in Sunbury on 
Thames, Middlesex. 
  
Jan, who co-created the prime-time hit television comedy series, Second Thoughts, Faith In The 
Future, Next of Kin and Duck Patrol plus many radio comedies, is also a successful journalist and 
broadcaster. 
  
Bring your great idea, scene/sketch/ full script and sense of humour and talk it over with Jan and 
writer/director BILL CLARK. 
  
Tickets: £100 for the day includes delicious lunch and places are very limited, so book early. 
  
For more details, please see www.comedycourse.biz or contact: 
Tel: 020 8133 0110 / comedycourse@hotmail.co.uk 
  
  
Opportunities  
  

14. Theatre Grand-Slam 

  
Seeking short, sharp and witty theatre plays for a popular and unique event in South London. 
  
Scripts must not be more than eight minutes long, require no more than five actors and have very 
basic lighting/sound/set requirements. 



  
One group of actors perform each play then the audience votes for their favourite. The emphasis is on 
originality, variety and entertainment.  Apart from a lot of fun, this is an excellent way to try out ideas 
on an audience before developing further.  
  
Please send script or scripts with a short writer biog to info@zeitgeisttheatre.com  
  
Please note: ALL writers must be based in or around London and available in late August.  
DEADLINE: 21st July 2008. 
  
  
15. Job Opportunity – Writer in Residence 

Spread the Word and Newham Libraries are looking for a writer with energy, enthusiasm and vision 
to work with them on a ground breaking three-year project. As Newham's first Writer in Residence 
your task will be to inspire a local community to engage with literature activity across the borough. 
  
2 days per week  
  
£26k pro rata 
  
Application Deadline: 30 May 
 
For more information and how to apply, please see spreadtheword.org.uk  
  

16. Writers' Retreat in Andalucia - June 2008 

  
Do you long to get away from it all and do a week's writing in beautiful, peaceful surroundings?  There 
are rooms to spare in a large farmhouse near La Zubia in the beautiful Spanish mountains from 21-28 
June 2008.  Great for writing, painting, photography or just relaxing.  
  
The house has a swimming pool and tennis courts (bring your own racquets and balls), and the 
surrounding mountains offer fantastic walking.  It is only 15 minutes by car from the ancient city of 
Granada, and 25 minutes from Granada-Jaén airport.  
  
One week's accommodation and all meals for £400.  
  
For more information, please contact Linda Norris on 0845 602 5618 or 
linda@aardvarkeditorial.co.uk  
  
  
17. Call for TV Scripts from the BBC – Sharps Initiative 
  
Think you can write for TV? 
  
This is an open call by BBC writersroom to find the next generation of writing talent.  They want 
writers with the talent, ideas, insights, and imagination to captivate an audience.  They are looking for 
a fresh, surprising, entertaining take on a universal theme. 
  
To apply, send an original 30-minute TV script exploring 'the nation's health'.  It doesn’t need to be a 
hospital precinct drama – you can explore 'health' in its broadest possible senses. 
  
Twenty writers will be selected for a workshop, which will involve writing exercises as part of the 
selection process.  Eight final writers will be selected for a week-long residential, with an intensive 
focus on developing their work, craft, and writer’s 'toolbox', with input from BBC Drama Production 
and professional writers.   Each of the eight writers will also receive a £500 bursary, mentoring from 
in-house development teams at the BBC, and a showcase rehearsed reading with professional actors. 



  
To apply, you must also complete the online submission form - which will be available within the next 
week - and attach it to your script.   
  
Make sure you check the BBC’s submission guidelines online: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/opportunity/sharps.shtml   
  
Deadline: Noon, 16 June 2008 
  
If you have any questions that aren't covered by the BBC’s FAQ, please email them to 
writersroom@bbc.co.uk  
  
  
  
  
  
  
What Members Are Getting Up To 
  
  
  
JESSE ARMSTRONG and SAM BAIN wrote the episode of ���	
��
� going out on Channel 4 at 
10:35pm on Friday 30th May. 
  
***  
  
PERRIE BALTHAZAR wrote the episode of �
���
��� going out on Channel 4 at 6:30pm on Thursday 
29th May. 
  
***  
  
RICHARD BEVAN’S first stage play �
������ - a comedy-drama about a disparate group of white and 
Asian people, living across the racial and sexual divide in a small West Yorkshire town - is having a 
play reading at The Accidental Festival at the ICA this Saturday 24th May in the Brandon Room at 
6pm. The director is BAFTA award winner Kfir Yefet and the play is narrated by Rikki Beadle-Blair. 
£5/£4 Concessions/£3 ICA Members Box Office: 020 79303647. www.ica.org.uk / 
www.accidentalfestival.com  
  
***  
  
ABI BOWN wrote the episode of �
���
����
�����
�

��
����� going out on BBC1 at 8:00pm on 
Tuesday 27th May. 
  
***  
  
PAUL COATES wrote the episode of �
���
��� going out on Channel 4 at 6:30pm on Wednesday 28th 
May. 
  
***  
  
SIMON CROWTHER wrote the episode of �
�
����
�
������ going out on ITV1 at 7:30pm on 
Wednesday 28th May. 
  
***  
  
RICHARD CURTIS wrote the episode of ���
�����

�
������

����
 ���!��� going out on BBC1 at 
9:30pm on Friday 30th May. 
  
***  



  
TIM DYNEVOR wrote the episode of  "##������ going out on ITV1 at 7:00pm on Wednesday 28th 
May. 
  
***  
  
PETER GIBBS wrote the episode of ���������
�����
�����
$����� going out on ITV1 at 8:15pm on 
Sunday 25th May. 
  
***  
  
CAROLINE HARRINGTON wrote the episodes of ���
 ������ going out on Radio 4 at 7:00pm from 
Sunday 25th until Friday 30th May. With each episode being repeated at 2:00pm the day following the 
original broadcast. 
  
***  
  
ROB HEYLAND wrote the episode of %���#���
�
���
���
����� going out on ITV1 at 9:15pm on 
Sunday 25th May. 
  
***  
  
STEVE HUGHES wrote the episode of "##������
going out on ITV1 at 7:00pm on Thursday 29th 
May. 
  
***  
  
MICHAEL JENNER wrote the episode of "���"����� going out on BBC1 at 7:30pm on Tuesday 27th 
May. 
  
***  
  
PETER KERRY wrote the episode of "##������ going out on ITV1 at 7:00pm on Friday 30th May. 
  
***  
  
DAVID LANE wrote the episode of �
�
����
�
������ going out on ITV1 at 7:30pm on Friday 30th 
May. 
  
***  
  
JOHN MORTIMER wrote the radio play ���
 ����
����
&���!�
'�

�
�
����
('#	
�� going out in 
two parts on Radio 4 at 2:15pm on Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th May. 
  
***  
  
DAVID RENWICK wrote the episode of )��
�

�
��
���
$��!�
�(������*��*
���
�'��� going out on 
BBC1 at 10:45pm on Wednesday 28th May. 
  
***  
PAUL ROUNDELL wrote the episode of "##������+
 ���� going out on ITV1 at 7:00pm on Tuesday 
27th May. 
  
  
***  
ED WHITEMORE wrote the episode of ���
,��	���
�
-�����
.�������� �-�#�
� going out on BBC1 at 
8:15pm on Sunday 25th May. 
  
***  



  
NICK WOOD’S play  
����#

�
�����
�
���� (Traum weisser pferde) opens Friday 23rd May at the 
Shauspeilhaus in Hanover. 
  
***  
  
PETER WHALLEY wrote the episode of �
�
����
�
������ going out on ITV1 at 8:30pm on Monday 
26th May. 
  
***  
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